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As this is the final issue of The Bison of the 2010s, we’ve dedicated four additional pages of content,
1C-4C, to recounting memorable moments in Harding’s history, U.S. history, and pop culture from the
decade. Though there is no way to encompass an entire decade between these pages, we hope the
included events will provide inspiration and opportunity to remember and reflect on the last 10 years.
Photos courtesy of Harding University
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‘He’s the real deal’

Illustrations by AVERY TILLETT

Christian filmmaker Alex Kendrick delivers moving speech
EMILY NICKS
editor-in-chief
“When I left, I felt more confident in
what I was doing.”
That’s how freshman film major Alexa
Blankenship felt as she exited Benson
Auditorium Tuesday night.
“I called my mom crying,” Blankenship
said. “I was like, ‘This is it. I’m confident
now. I’m good.’”
The American Studies Institute (ASI)
hosted Christian filmmaker Alex Kendrick
on Tuesday as part of its Distinguished
Lecture Series. Kendrick is behind movies
such as “Fireproof,” “War Room” and the
recent “Overcomer,” which was released in
August. Originally a pastor from Georgia,
Kendrick spoke on the topic of pursuing
dreams with God’s guidance — a topic
that rang true for many in the audience
like Blankenship, who grew up watching
Kendrick’s movies.
Executive Director of ASI Kim Kirkman
said she received more positive feedback
after Kendrick’s lecture than after any
previous speaker, even though multiple
lectures have been more heavily attended.
“He’s the real deal,” Kirkman said. “His
message was true. You know, he’s not a
perfect person because he’s human, but he

Photo by RYANN HEIM

Christian filmmaker Alex Kendrick delivers a speech as part of the American
Studies Institute’s Distinguished Lecture Series in Benson Auditorium on Dec.
3. Kendrick spoke on the topic of pursuing passions while following God.
lives the message he preaches, which doesn’t
always happen. People always preach a
good message, but they don’t always live it.”
Kendrick has spoken in many different
venues over the years, but he said there’s
something special about academic settings.
“I love high schools and colleges,

especially from a Christian worldview,”
Kendrick said in an interview before the
lecture. “I love investing in that group of
people, because I was [a student], and
people invested in me. It’s an honor to be
here and speak here. Campus is awesome.”
Kendrick arrived on campus the night

before the lecture, giving him the chance
to see the Christmas lights, which he said
were beautiful. The next morning, he spent
several hours on a conference call; it was
the first day of official work on Kendrick’s
seventh film project, set to open in theatres
Oct. 20, 2021.
Kendrick said his film career only took
off when he gave control to God and shut
down his own pride. He said he knows how
fortunate he is to have been given these
opportunities.
“I’m very aware that God gave this
platform to me and he can take it away,
you know?” Kendrick said. “My job is to
seek him and to honor him with what he’s
given me to do, because I want to finish
well. I want to finish whatever season —
however long the season is for me to do
these movies and invest in other people
— I want to do that well. So that when
I’m done and pass the torch, he says, ‘Well
done.’ That’s my goal.”
Author Stephen M. R. Covey will be the
next speaker in the Distinguished Lecture
Series on Feb. 20, 2020, and NFL tight end
Benjamin Watson will speak on April 21,
2020. In addition, ASI is partnering with
the Honors College to host investigative
journalist and Harding alumnus Jerry
Mitchell on March 24, 2020.
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Volunteers act as vendors in the days of ancient Israel. Many volunteers have
adopted acting in the nativity scene as a Christmas tradition of their own.

The shed where “baby Jesus” lies attracts the attention of even the animals.
The event has become a Searcy Christmas staple.

Annual Living Nativity serves as
distinctive holiday attraction
MARYN MCAFEE
student writer
Starting tonight, the annual living Nativity
scene returns to Searcy. Whether Harding
students are looking to get into the holiday
spirit or are looking for a break from studying,
they can find it right in Harding’s backyard
at First Assembly of God Church.
Senior Blake Smith has participated in the
Nativity scene since he was young, playing
multiple roles throughout the years such as
Joseph, a guard standing at the front gate,
the beggar boy, and others.
“The Nativity scene gives you a visualization
of what the events leading up to Jesus’ birth

could have been like,” Smith said. “It is very
realistic, and the only unbelievable thing
about it is the vehicles driving through it.
It’s also just a fun outing that you cannot
find elsewhere, especially in Searcy.”
Unlike Smith, who grew up attending and
participating in the Nativity scene, senior
Emily Scott went for the first time last year
and said it’s a good way to refocus your
attention on why we celebrate Christmas.
“As I’ve gotten older, the holidays have
been more focused on getting everyone gifts,
catching up on sleep and spending quality time
with family,” Scott said. “The Nativity scene
reminded me why we celebrate Christmas
and what it’s all about. This experience is

Searcy expands
dining options with
new resturants
GARCELLE HODGE
student writer
Several new restaurants are coming to Searcy in 2020, giving the
community more food options and new job opportunities.
According to Buck Layne, president of the Searcy Regional
Chamber of Commerce, the restaurants are Slim Chickens, Freddy’s
Frozen Custard & Steakburgers, Dairy Queen, and Sumo Japanese
Steakhouse & Sushi Bar.
The new businesses will bring more community, jobs and
opportunities for people to come together and enjoy a nice meal with
one another. Layne said he is thrilled with the upcoming businesses.
“I am very pleased with the new restaurants coming to Searcy,”
Layne said. “We are always pleased when businesses come to town
and create job opportunities for our community.”
Freddy’s Frozen Custard and Steakburgers and Slim Chickens
both plan to be located on Beebe-Capps, but the final, specific
locations are undetermined as of now.
Many students are very excited about the new variety of restaurants
coming right next to Harding’s campus. Junior Sage Smith has been
dreaming of the day that Freddy’s comes to Searcy.
“Freddy’s is my favorite burger restaurant, and I am very excited for
it,” Smith said. “I’m just waiting for that special day when it’s open.”
Each restaurant brings a new flavor and taste to Searcy. Smith
said he believes there’s nothing like the joy of eating a burger from
Freddy’s.
“Sometimes you just gotta live a little and have a good burger,”
Smith said.
Cindy Hearnsberger with the office management at Hart
Construction is looking forward to what the restaurants can
specifically bring to families in Searcy.
“I would like them to bring more family orientated restaurants,”
Hearnsberger said. “It would be nice to have restaurants where a
family could go and sit down for a meal.”
Most of these restaurants are scheduled to be up and ready to
go before summer of 2020, and, hopefully, all of them will be open
no later than next fall.

something I think we can all benefit from
during this time of year.”
The Nativity scene is a live reenactment
of Jesus’ birth, incorporating live animals,
actors, and full costumes and set. The church
also provides hot chocolate, an audio CD to
listen to as you drive, and Christmas movies
that are played on a projector to ensure the
best experience possible.
“I would 100% recommend people going
to see the living Nativity scene,” Smith
said. “The beauty of it, besides sharing the
message of Christ’s birth, is just how it brings
community together. It also just gives you
something to do that you probably would
never have had the opportunity to do had

you not been a student here.”
Junior Averie Womack already made plans
with friends to attend the Nativity scene for
the first time this season.
“I’ve always heard people talk about how
cool the living Nativity scene is,” Womack
said. “I’m really excited to go see it this year.”
People come from all over the state and
beyond, as stated by Only In Arkansas, to
see the production put on by First Assembly
of God, and it takes place right here in
Searcy. The production draws an average of
10,000 – 13,000 visitors each year, according
to Only In Arkansas. This experience is free
to attend and runs two weekends, Dec. 6-8
and Dec. 13-15.

100% ONLINE
M.S. IN INFORMATION SYSTEMS (MSIS)
TRANSFORM YOUR CAREER
Add skills in data analytics and
information security to your resume!
Learn more and apply at harding.edu/msis

Initial Goal:

Final Amount:

$450,000 sought

$775,864 raised in

in 24 hours

24 hours

Student Goal:
Photo by ELENA FENNER

Beebe-Capps Expressway connects Searcy to many
businesses and neighborhoods. Five new restaurants
are expected in Searcy in the next year.

$1,500
Final Student Amount
Raised: $1,697
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Will Allen

Student Writer

T

he National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) made a little
over $1 billion in revenue in 2017. With
that much money being brought into
NCAA, I find it very hard to believe that
not a single dollar goes into the pockets of
college athletes that help bring that money
to the program.
This is unforunately true, but a new
development in California that began as a
bill was signed by Governor Gavin Newsom
in September, appealing the NCAA rule
that students may not be paid based on
their image and likeness.
If you look at the most influential athletes
in college sports in the past decade, names
like Zion Williamson, Tim Tebow and
Trevor Lawrence come to mind. These are
huge names in the world of college athletic
programs, yet none of them made a single
dollar off of their likeness in college.
According to seatgeek.com, the average
Super Bowl ticket costs between $2,500 and
$3,000. In the 2018-19 Duke basketball
season when Williamson was the nation’s
most sought-after player, ticket prices soared
to over $2,000 a piece. With a player raising

Student atheletes should
profit from their play
prices like this and bringing in this kind of
money, players should be able to get paid
through endorsement deals while they
attend the university.
So what’s next? California is the first
to challenge the rule of the NCAA, and
more states are likely to follow in the next
couple years.
Harding junior Mason McCormick said
he hopes this rule will be lifted throughout
the country.
“California is a very progressive state, so
I’m not surprised they were the first to do
something,” McCormick said. “I’m excited
for appeal, and I’m hoping for more states
to follow so that students will finally be
able to get paid, because they deserve to
be given that opportunity.”
Macalester College President Brian
Rosenburg recently wrote about the topic
in the New York Times.
“College basketball players are worth a
lot of money, but they aren’t legally allowed
to make it. So the schools, coaches, agents
and shoe companies make the money
instead — all in the name of ‘amateurism.’”
The issue of the NCAA not allowing

athletes to profit off of their likeness and
ability has been an on-going issue for what
seems like forever, and with California passing
this new bill, the conversation can begin to
really develop into a positive movement.
I n a re c e n t a r t i c l e p u b l i s h e d o n
Collegexpress, author Madison Martinez
offers a different perspective, as she argues
that scholarships already provide a great
opportunity for athletes.
“Those who opposed paying college
student-athletes say scholarships are the best
option; there is no question as to what the
scholarship money is going toward. Cash or
a salary could be spent on wants rather than
necessities, potentially leading the athletes
into a debt they would not have with the
benefit of a scholarship.”
The debate over whether or not college
athletes should be paid could go on and
on, but I believe that when I see so much
money coming into universities because of
skilled athletes, they should be allowed the
opportunity to be paid through endorsements.
WILL ALLEN is a student writer
for The Bison. He may be
contacted at wallen@harding.edu.

In case you missed it...

Teach me hard
before I go

Alexandra Regida
Student Writer

S

ocrates said, “Education is the kindling
of a flame, not the filling of a vessel.”
I ask that you teach me hard before
I leave this place. I am here to learn. Be
patient with me, but be tough. Teach with
compassion. Let your words stick in my
mind. Please correct my mistakes, and
tell me when I am wrong. Point out my
weaknesses. How else would I move on
if I do not fix my mistakes? I am here to
educate myself. Help me do this, please.
I am here to understand and to be
understood. Please do not feel sorry if
I have a busy schedule – it is my choice.
Teach me. Teach me how to manage my
time, how to be responsible, how to be
professional. I am an adult, and I choose
to be taught. Prepare me for real life, and
please, teach me hard. I am eager to learn.
I get the feeling that my generation is
full of cry babies. We do not want to learn
and would rather complain. If we want to,
we seek opportunities; if we do not want
to, we seek excuses. So, we seek excuses.
We are privileged to attend a university.
We are privileged to pursue a higher
education degree. Yet we complain. Poor
us, indeed. Such a pity — we are forced to
receive a bachelor’s degree — something

staff Emily Nicks

that only 37% of Americans have obtained.
How dare we underestimate such a gift?
“Where there is a will, there is a way,”
Pauline Kael, writer for the New York
Times, said.
Dear professors, it is not your responsibility
to make me a better person if I do not put
forth any effort. If I do not want to move
forward, you will not be able fix it. Only I
can. Please do not waste your time sharing
your wisdom with someone who is not
willing to listen.
Talk to me about diligence and success,
but do not exclude what it takes to be
successful. Work through my failures,
cheer me up, but do not pretend they never
happened. Work with me, but do not waste
your time with my reluctance if you see I
am unwilling to absorb your knowledge.
Sometimes I am tired. Sometimes I
choose to get a lower grade in biology
and spend more time studying for French.
But it is my choice. I am an adult, and I
am responsible for the way I manage my
priorities.
Do not say “it is OK” to me when it is
not OK. I should know the cost of failure
just as I should know the price of triumph.
Show me both sides of possibility. Let

me experience the taste of leading and of
falling behind. I am here to gain experience.
Dear professors, you are doing so much
for us, but often you do too much. I know
you want to be kind and compassionate.
But do not embrace our laziness. Excuse
my lack of knowledge, but never excuse my
ignorance, as ignorance is an unwillingness
to learn. Be kind, but be tough. This is the
only way to prepare me for the reality of
an adult life.
Embolden me, but do not enable my
unwillingness. I am spoiled, and I beg
you, do not let it continue to grow in me.
Commend my wit in class if it is relevant
to the lesson, but do not tolerate my sassiness
if I speak with a pretense about my grade.
I am better because of you, dear professors.
You do God’s work. You put your souls into
us, our spoiled generation. I admire your
patience. The knowledge I am so privileged
to receive is due only to your investment. I
am so much better because of you.
I am spoiled, but I am here to learn.
Please teach me hard before I go.
ALEXANDRA REGIDA is a student
writer for The Bison. She may be
contacted at aregida@harding.edu.

Little
but loud
Kinsey Stubblefield
Opinions Editor

Taking a step
back
A

s I have said before in this column,
I try not to be the loudest or most
domineering in a conversation. At times,
it can be difficult for me to recognize my
aggressiveness toward or blatant disregard
for others’ opinions that are different than
mine. Spending time listening and taking a
backseat in conversations has made me realize
I was not only overshadowing my peers,
coworkers and friends, but also dominating
the topics of conversation. These last three
years have been enlightening when it comes to
recognizing my privilege and the importance
of elevating marginalized groups — not just
being a voice for them, but giving them a
place to have a bigger platform.
Being an ally to marginalized groups can
be frustrating when attempting to advocate
for them. You want to speak out and rally
around these groups to help, but at times,
it is more beneficial to allow those actually
affected by the dominant culture to run on
their own agenda and platforms. When we
recognize well-meaning allies can cause more
harm than good, it largely promotes a better
perception of the marginalized group for the
rest of the world, because we understand our
place as an advocate and not the person who
needs to take center stage.
Standpoint theory, created by Sandra
Harding and Julia T. Wood, points out the
perspective marginalized groups have. Their
views are more realistic when it comes to
their perspective, and they have strong
objectivity — they don’t seek power; they
seek to be heard and understood, which can
feel impossible when there is a dominating
group silencing smaller groups.
The differences and connections between
social location and standpoint are key to
understanding this theory and the perspective of
people in marginalized groups. Understanding
my social location as an upper middle-class
white woman has been both frustrating and
enlightening. I have learned a lot about the
subgroups within marginalized groups,
especially women, when I think about
my standpoint. I recognize my place in
the societal hierarchy is much higher than
other women I know, and I want to fight
beside them. Notice I said beside; another
level of understanding my standpoint is
understanding my voice is already elevated
above my fellow women. Therefore, I have
a greater responsibility when it comes to
standing for and with them — everyone
deserves a chance to fight their own battle
without someone stepping in.
This has come up several times when
choosing topics to write about as opinions
editor for The Bison. I want to use my voice
to help those who won’t write or cannot
write with the honesty they would like, and
I understand I can assist with that through
opinion writing or seeking opinions from those
around me who truly do have something to
say. I hope I have achieved this during my
time as opinions editor this semester, and I
am going to continue to pursue more voices
not currently being heard.
Here is what I need from my readers,
friends and mentors — call me out. Help me
see when I fall short in my pursuits to allow
others to have a platform. Then, flip the script
on yourself; are you helping or hurting those
around you who need to be center stage? Pull
back the curtain, hand over the microphone
and take a step back in order to give others a
platform for their perspectives.
KINSEY STUBBLEFIELD is the
opinions editor for The Bison. She
may be contacted at kstubblefield@
harding.edu.
Twitter: @kinseystubbs
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Learning
to swim
Emily Nicks

Editor-in-Chief

Reflecting
on 10 years
of The Bison

Finding
Harding’s
place

A

s we all wrap up classes, projects
and papers for the semester, The
Bison concludes a semester of work as well.
After nine issues and 16 weeks of work, we
distributed the last paper of 2019 today. Not
only is it the last paper of the calendar year
— but it is also the last paper of the decade.
So, as we bid farewell to the ’10s, it seems
only appropriate to look back at The Bison’s
first issue of the decade on Jan. 29, 2010.
Under the direction of Blake Matthews
as editor-in-chief, The Bison of 10 years
ago certainly had some differences from
the publication you may be used to now.
The overall design of the newspaper
has changed a lot in the last 10 years. The
2010 regular edition was 12 pages, rather
than our now normal eight. However, only
four of these pages were printed in color,
with the rest in classic black and white. In
general, there seemed to be fewer photos
per page, and the stories were arranged in
six columns rather than four.
The content would certainly seem out
of place in a current issue as well, which
makes sense for a newspaper, of course. The
main news stories in the 2010 issue were a
summary of President Barack Obama’s first
State of the Union address and Harding’s
efforts to provide aid to Haiti after the
devastating earthquake Jan. 12, 2010.
There was a whole page dedicated to
entertainment, and the story topics here
included the unveiling of the first iPad
and Simon Cowell leaving “American Idol”
for his new show, “The X Factor.” Other
interesting pieces of content included the
announcement of Harding’s physical therapy
graduate program, weekly crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, and a story about two
Harding University in Florence students
getting arrested by mistake in Italy.
While there were many elements starkly
different between the first issue of the decade
and this last one, I was also shocked by how
much stood the test of time.
In the opinions section, Michael Claxton
had already established a regular residence,
although his column had yet to be titled the
beloved “Just the Clax.”
The opinions editor had a weekly column,
and the editor-in-chief contributed a piece
as well.
At the bottom of one of the pages, multiple
tweets from students had been printed, just
like we occasionally do now. My favorite
came from @sarahjanekyle: “I’m going to
be that crazy old lady that escapes from the
insane asylums, not because I’m crazy but
because I want to see if I can.”
There was a news story about Harding
students striving to increase recycling efforts,
and stories of athletic successes in the sports
section, especially for men’s basketball guard
junior Sam Brown. While the details of
most of these stories would not make sense
if printed today, the overarching topics and
themes wouldn’t be too out of place.
Though The Bison looks different now,
I’m encouraged that the purpose and mission
seems to have held fast — to serve and inform
the Harding community. That community
has changed in the last decade, so it makes
sense that the paper has changed some as
well. But at its core, I think much more has
stayed the same.
There’s no telling how different The Bison
will be in another 10 years. The format
may be unrecognizable; the content may
be related to topics we can’t even imagine
yet. Who knows?
I am fully confident, however, that those
future students will be doing what they can
to serve and inform the community, just
as we try to do now. So, as we look back
at the ’10s, I am also looking ahead to the
’20s. The Bison will do our best to start the
decade just as we’ve ended it: serving and
informing.
EMILY NICKS is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at enicks@harding.edu.
Twitter: @emilyk_nicks

Peri Greene

Beat Reporter

T

hroughout this week, NBC’s “The
Today Show” has featured National
Geographic author Dan Buettner, and his
new cookbook, “The Blue Zones Kitchen.”
Buettner spent the last several years in the
five different blue zones — the areas around
the globe that include the highest percentage
of people who are supposedly the happiest,
live the longest, and have the lowest rates of
chronic disease. Buettner set out to learn their
secrets, and found it to be quite simple. The
blue zone populations of Okinawa, Japan;
Sardinia, Italy; Ikaria, Greece; Costa Rica; and
Loma Linda, California, enjoy a mostly dense,
plant-filled diet, along with a community of
people that they interact with daily –– faceto-face. That was it. These people typically
eat the same exact three meals every day, and
they do it surrounded by what my generation
would call, “their people.” They have centered
their lives and schedules around the meals
they share together.
Buettner’s findings take my mind to another
picture of longevity that hits a little bit closer
to home –– my 89-year-old Grandad. My
grandfather has lived in the small, Alabama
town of Bay Minette all of his life. He will be
90 in September of next year, meaning that
he will have lived through nine decades since

Community gives life
he was born in 1930, a time defined by the
Great Depression. Grandad’s eating habits
do not exactly line up with those in the blue
zones (French fries being a vital part of his
diet), but his communal habits do. A widower,
he lives alone in a sweet, white house just a
couple blocks from the center of town. His
sleeping hours are just about the only ones
where he finds himself completely alone,
however. Like the blue zones’ population, he
eats all three meals with friends along with
quite a few social encounters in between.
He starts each day at the local grocery at a
table full of other men from town, drinking
coffee and, of course, solving all the world’s
problems right then and there. He has known
some of the men his entire life, and others
have trickled in through the years. Despite
their political differences, family dynamics,
religious preferences, or coffee preference,
they delight in each other’s company and
consistency, while also greeting all those out
for a quick morning grocery run, of course.
Most of us laugh at the idea of having the
time to eat three meals in a day, much less
with our friends who are also running in 24
different directions. It would be easy for us
to bypass these stories with, “Well, that must
be nice,” or “Maybe one day.”
If you feel those words about to slip out,
hear me out for just a little bit longer. If no
part of your life revolves around a community

of people, you will feel the pains of that
pace sooner or later. According to Buettner,
loneliness shaves eight years off your life in
the United States. That is just short of an
entire decade. If you feel alone, look around
you –– you probably will not have to look too
hard to find someone who needs a friend. If
you feel alone, look at your community —
there is probably a place where your presence
and talents are needed. The harsh reality of
loneliness is that sometimes we bring it on
ourselves. The people who need friends or the
ones pursuing friendships with us might not
look or act like the people we want to befriend.
The parts of community that are inviting us in
require humility and vulnerability, and might
even be scary.
As one decade closes and another one
commences, we have a marker to reevaluate
the communal aspect of our lives. Friendship
and community quite literally give life.
Maybe for you, this past decade has been
a prime example of the life that friendship
gives, or maybe not. Whatever the past
10 years have held for you, maybe the
next 10 can hold even more community,
togetherness and friendship. The benefits
have proven true.
PERI GREENE is the beat reporter
for The Bison. She may be
contacted at pgreene@harding.edu.

Remembering Bob Helsten (1925-2019)

I

have a confession. I have spent most of
my life trying to be funny. I probably
fail more than I succeed, but I am constantly
pitching one-liners that I secretly hope
will be quoted at my funeral. Imagine my
dismay, then, when I never see anyone
writing them down.
For instance, there was the time I was
walking down the hallway in high school
and saw a guy who was wearing half a globe
as a hat. I couldn’t resist, so I went up to
him and said, “Hey, it must be hard to get
ahead in the world.”
Nothing. He just stared blankly at
me, with the top half of Asia cocked over
one eye. That guy will not show up at my
funeral. So, I am reduced to the shameless
indignity of quoting my own jokes for fear
they will be lost.
Fortunately, that won’t happen to Bob
Helsten. The much beloved Bible professor
died in Ohio Nov. 9 at the age of 94.
When I asked his neighbors, colleagues
and former students to share stories, there
was a steady supply.
He was a short man, and someone once
asked how much he weighed. “Stripped down
naked,” he said, “I weigh 145 pounds. But
you can’t trust those scales in the drugstore.”
Bob had a running battle of wits with
the late Dr. Jack Ryan. One day Jack was
strolling with his daughter in Harding
Park. He passed by Bob’s house and saw
him cleaning his vehicle, with all four
doors open. Jack shouted, “Are you airing
your car?” Bob glanced up: “Yes, are you
carting your heir?” Whenever they parted,
Jack would say, “Have a nice day.” To which
Bob replied, “Don’t tell me what to do.”
Bob was born in Seattle and grew up in
Berkeley, California. One of his favorite lines
went like this: “When I came to Harding in
1943, little did I know then . . .” He would
pause, and then add, “That’s pretty much it.”
As a student, he soon developed a reputation
as a wit who could crack up his friends in
chapel.Those were the days when Dr. Benson
would call him into the office to reprimand
his exuberance. Little did Benson know he
was talking to future Bible faculty.

Micahel Claxton

Narrative Columnist

Bob met his wife Mary at Harding, and
in 1947 they moved to Germany, where
they did mission work for six years. When
he returned to Harding in the late ’50s, he
taught classes in German, Bible and the
history of Christian thought.
He found humor everywhere: “Now, we
all know that Abraham was a nomad. That
doesn’t mean he didn’t get angry.” While
writing on the blackboard, he’d turn around
and ask, “If our knees bent the other way,
what would chairs look like?” Then back
to the board he’d turn. “He would give a
wry smile,” one student recalled, “and get a
mischievous look in his eyes when he was
about to deliver a joke.”
While teaching German, he’d ask: “What
is the number one language in the world?
It’s Chinese. One out of six people speak
Chinese.” Then he would count off six
students in the front row and ask the sixth
person, “Could you please say something
in Chinese for me?”
In the late ’60s, the Cold War was raging,
and Dr. Ganus gave frequent lectures on
the virtues of capitalism at the local Civitan
Club — lectures that were widely attended
by students. On a few occasions, Bob played
a prearranged role. Near the end, he would
emerge from the crowd and pretend to be
a communist sympathizer, challenging Dr.
Ganus, who debated with him on the spot.
Helsten was so convincing in the part that
students would often yell, heckle and drown
him out with patriotic singing.
But in every other setting, he was a
man of gentle kindness. He loved animals
and always saved his steak bones for the
neighborhood dogs. He loved his family
and went to his mother-in-law’s house
every day when she was struggling with
dementia. He typed out daily instructions

(“Today is Tuesday . . . take your pills . . .
doctor’s appointment at 3 . . .”). He even
loved strangers. His daughter told me that
Bob often dropped by the local nursing home
to give a big hug to the most ill-tempered,
least-liked woman there. “You’re the only one
who understands me,” she would tell him.
He was a creative preacher. Once during
a sermon, he illustrated the story of David
and Goliath by taking out a sling. He put
a rock into it while narrating the story and
began to swing it in circles over his head.
“Then David let it go at Golitath like this,”
he said, and the entire congregation hit the
floor. They hadn’t seen him take the rock
out of the sling.
He tried to keep up with popular culture.
He was no matinee idol, but he nicknamed
himself “Carlton Helsten.” Or, when he
overheard students talking about “Saturday
Night Live,” he would say, “Yeah, they have
some funny skits. But some of them are
rather risqué. I usually have to change the
channel after about 45 minutes.”
Once in his later years, he fell at College
Church of Christ and hit his head. When
the paramedics arrived, they asked him a
series of questions. One was, “How old are
you?” Bob didn’t miss a beat. “I don’t know,”
he mumbled. “It changes every day.”
Bob was a lively, happy man. He dressed
as an elf at Christmas. He loved taking
cruises. He could fix anything. He adored
his family and was married to his wife for
72 years.
“You have entertained us, you have
associated with us, you have instructed us,
you have inspired us, you have loved us.”
That’s how the senior class felt in 1974,
when the Petit Jean yearbook was dedicated
to him. When he retired from Harding in
1990, his colleagues wrote him letters. One
spoke for many when he said, “Harding has
lost a giant spoonful of sugar. You always
made the medicine go down in the most
delightful way.” Indeed, he did.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is the narrative
columnist for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between our staff and the public it
serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to
do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Emily Nicks, the editor-in-chief, at enicks@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding
University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison
provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary,
while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Passing the torch
A decade in Harding sports

Todd Gray

Head Sports Editor

Love thy rivals
It’s Thanksgiving night, and I am sitting
on my couch with my Saints jersey on and
my lucky spoon in hand. This game isn’t an
ordinary game — it is a special matchup.
A matchup that makes my leg shake and
my heart pound regardless of whether my
team is winning. This is a rivalry game
between the New Orleans Saints and the
Atlanta Falcons.
The Saints ended up winning this game
26-18, and I was so happy. You get a special
feeling when you see your rival lose, but
also a heartbreaking feeling when you see
your team lose, which is what happened
four weeks prior. On Nov. 3, the Falcons
had defeated the New Orleans Saints 26-9
in their own stadium, leaving fans furious.
The Thanksgiving game was perfect payback
and just another spark in the flame of this
ever intense rivalry.
To give you a taste of how bitter the
relationship is between these two teams,
the news commentators had asked players
from each team how they felt about their
opposition. Players said they would only go
to the towns of opposing teams for games;
they wouldn’t want to be caught there any
other time.
Rivalries can be very intense, and they
create a passion that sometimes seems
absolutely unreasonable: But they are very
real. My ears get red when I see a Falcons
jersey or if I see that crimson “A” plastered
on a poor fan’s hat. It creates a separation
between me and that person because I
automatically associate them with a group
that I can never get behind. Only recently
did I realize rivalries could be much quieter.
In school, I never found a way to fit
into the popular kid crowd. I was the kid
randomly muttering Shakespere to himself
in the hallway while others walked past
discussing whether or not their heads were
too big for a prom king crown. While I never
had any outright conflict with the popular
kids, I definitely avoided them. I created
this rivalry in my mind — that they live
their lives, and I live mine.
My friends and I joked to ourselves about
the elite, and they probably joked about
us, but in my mind that was high school.
It wasn’t until I escaped the high school
scene that I realized this rivalry had much
deeper roots.
There was an expectation from my parents
to stay in line, and if I did anything wrong,
I was punished for it. What started this
rivalry, was the popular kids’ seeming ability
to get away with any of the bad things they
did without punishment. This even strained
my faith at some points, as I thought God
would humble them.
This rivalry created such a large distance
between me and them. I wouldn’t talk to
them, and I wouldn’t form relationships with
them because I believed they were on the
other team. I lost so many opportunities to
show Christ to them, and it was due to my
own comparisons.
The scary thing about rivalries is how
silent they can be. It can even be something
as small as the apathy we show toward
certain groups of people. While some
rivalries can be small and fun such as Star
Wars vs. Star Trek or Marvel vs. D.C., we
need to stay focused on the simple goal of
being a unified body of Christ.
Life is full of people with different
opinions and backgrounds than yours, but
despite our differences, we are still on the
same team. We need to show love to one
another and embrace each other’s differences.
So whether you are Republican or Democrat,
old or young, rich or poor, right Twix or
left Twix, Coke or Pepsi, we need to come
together and care for each other.
There are going to be many more rivalry
matchups between the Saints and the
Falcons. I’m sure the Saints aren’t going
to win all of them, and I’m sure I’ll run
into a Falcons fan every now and then.
But I will always remember that they are
children of God, and what jersey they wear
doesn’t change that.
TODD GRAY is head sports editor
for The Bison. He may be contacted
at tgray3@harding.edu.
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(Left): 2015 Alumna guard A’ndrea Haney takes a shot in a 2015 Lady Bison basketball game. The Lady Bisons
would go on to finish that season 17-10. (Middle) Sophomore cross-country runner Dylan Douglas at a meet Oct.
26, 2019. He would go on to win first individualy at the Great American Conference Championship. (Right) 2016
alumnus quarterback Park Parish moves the ball forward. The Bisons finished the 2016 season 13-1.
MARYN MCAFEE
student writer
Over the past 10 years, Harding sports
have evolved, received national recognition
and paved the way for future generations
as the new decade approaches.
Head Men’s Basketball Coach and
Athletic Director Jeff Morgan has been
at Harding for 27 years, and in 2011, he
watched Harding move from the Gulf
South Conference (GSC) to the Great
American Conference (GAC).
“In 2011, the men’s basketball team
finished 25-5, was nationally ranked and
won the GSC Championship while being
named the GSC West Division Team of
the Decade,” Morgan said.
This wasn’t the only division change
made during the decade. In 2013, Abilene
Christian University moved up to Division
I, so Harding was no longer in competetion
with the Wildcats.
The communication department assisted
the athletic program as it made strides in
technological advances, allowing people
from near and far to keep up with sports.
Asstistant professor of communication
T im Hamilton said he believed the
incorporation of new cameras changed
the way sports were covered.
“The addition of wireless cameras for

our football and basketball productions
have been the biggest change,” Hamilton
said. “Many of the games were produced
with just a single camera. Now we use
four cameras for football and basketball;
multiple cameras for soccer, volleyball,
baseball and softball; and we added the
all-important centerfield camera in softball
a few years ago.”
Assistant athletic director Brenda
Seawel has spent the past 11 years in
the athletics department and said the
program has improved drastically since
she’s been there.
“Our student athletes are competing at
a higher level and continue to improve in
all areas,” Seawel said.“We are also grateful
for several new facilities that definitely
enhance our programs.”
Such facilities include the Huckeba
Field House in 2019, the renovation of
the Rhodes-Reaves Field House in 1949,
and installation of the practice gym, and
new lights added to the baseball and
softball fields.
Some of the most memorable moments
in Harding sports have been the level of
competition on a national level.
“Football making their run to the
national semi finals, women’s basketball
reaching the Final Four, softball team
hosting the Super Regional and one game

away from the College World Series,
and volleyball’s outstanding season last
year with numerous individuals in our
individual sports having success as well,”
Morgan said.
In 2013, the Rhodes-Reaves Field House
was voted “Best Road Trip Destination
in College Basketball” and was featured
on CBS, which Hamilton and Morgan
said was one of their favorite memories
in Harding sports.
W hile memories have been made
through the past 10 years and records
have been broken, there is still history
to be made. This can be seen with junior
fullback Cole Chancey.
Chancey was nominated as a finalist for
the Harlon Hill award, which recognizes
the best player in Division II football.
He is the first Harding player ever to
rush for more than 1,300 yards in two
different seasons. The last time a student
was nominated for this award was David
Knighton 12 years ago.
Harding looks for success in the future
not only on, but off the field. Ending
the decade ranked 2nd in the GAC
for men’s athletics and 3rd in women’s
athletics, Harding is competing at a very
impressive level. It’s been a great decade
for our Harding Bisons, and it’s exciting
to see what the next decade holds.
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Senior defensive back Jacory Nichols runs the ball past Northwestern players. The Bisons fell to Northwestern in
the first round of playoffs.

Saying goodbye to the Bisons
DANIELLA CUELLAR
student writer
The Harding Bisons made it to the playoffs
this season for the fourth consecutive year.
While the team prepared for playoffs, senior
Harding players were prepared for their last
college football game.
The playoffs marked the end of the 14
seniors’ college football career. For some
of these seniors, the last games were filled
with emotion and bittersweet feelings.
Senior defensive end Jordan Allison said
his four years flew by, but he couldn’t be
more grateful.
“It’s kind of surreal for me,” Allison said.
“I’ve been on the team for so long, but it’s
been such a blessing looking back. It’s sad,
but I’m also happy.”
The Bisons completed their regular
season with a 10-1 record, which was their
best record since 2016. Senior linebacker
Chris Wein said their success throughout
this season was due to Harding’s culture
and the football program’s brotherhood.

“Everyone loves each other,” Wein said.
“We play for each other, and I think our
wins are a testament to who we are.”
Wein also said that playing for Harding
has made him a better person.
“It’s made me more selfless,” Wein said.
“I am surrounded by people that look out for
you and keep you accountable, and they’ve
made me a better teammate.”
While the first game this season was a
loss, the Harding football team saw a streak
of 10 consecutive wins, leading them into
the playoffs and placing them at No. 14 in
the nation for Division II, before falling to
Northwestern Missouri State in the first round.
Both Wein and Allison said they believe
being at Harding has changed and blessed
their lives for the better.
“All I can say is thank you,” Wein said.
“Thank you for the opportunity to keep
playing, to be in this culture, to be at this
school and to get a different life experience
than any I’ve ever had.”
Many underclassmen teammates see the
void that is going to be left once the seniors

graduate, but they view it as an opportunity
to grow and follow in these men’s footsteps.
Freshman defensive lineman Seth Selby said
that although the seniors will be missed,
he knows the team will look forward to
greater accomplishments.
“It’s going to be hard,” Selby said. “But
it’s going to be up to us to hold true to the
brotherhood and keep their legacy.”
The Harding Bisons fell to the no. 10
ranked Northwestern Missouri State in the
first round of playoffs 6-7 on Saturday Nov. 23.
Harding’s defense stood strong against
Northwestern offense as they held them
to only one score, although Northwestern
Missouri State had averaged 46 points
through the rest of its season.
Northwestern was also held to only 205
yards of total offense. This was achieved
through 10 tackles for a loss, five of those
tackles being sacks.
Harding finished its season 10-2, with
its fourth straight playoff appearance. The
Bisons look to have more appearances in
the future.
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Last year, best year

Players
Only

Senior back spot Kizzie Citty brings spirit to Harding cheer

Samantha Tatum
Freshman Guard

Back spot Kizzie Citty (pictured above) and the cheerleading team stand on the sidelines during a football game
against Henderson State on Sep. 28. Citty joined the team this year as a senior.
Photos by RYANN HEIM
MADISON SCOTT
others up, and I also love cheerleading,” Frost
student writer
said. “And so, to me, there’s no better way to
For senior Kizzie Citty, being a member
of the cheerleading team was something that
had always piqued her interest. Her family
has strong ties to both Harding cheerleading
and football, so it was something she had
enjoyed participating in prior to her college
career. In the beginning of her senior year
in 2019, Citty decided to join the Harding
cheerleading team.
Coach Kellee Blickenstaff said most
women join the cheerleading team during
their freshman or sophomore year, but it’s
very rare for someone to join as a senior.
Blickenstaff said she knew Citty was a
talented cheerleader from seeing her cheer
in junior high and high school.
“I’ve regretted not cheering since freshman
year, and I have always wished I had, but I
always ended up deciding not to try out,” Citty
said. “This year it just worked out perfectly.”
For many women, the cheerleading team
is a source of community — a community
rooted in a sport each member is passionate
about. Junior Rachel Frost, one of the
cheerleading team’s captains, described the
immense impact the team has had on her
college experience.
“I love encouraging people and building

do that than combining those and cheering
on the Bisons.”
Citty said she felt similarly, and when
she was given the opportunity to join the
team, she gave it a try. Her thoughts were
very positive about the camaraderie of her
new teammates.
“They’ve just completely welcomed me
and included me,” Citty said.
She said joining as a senior created an
interesting dynamic because it made her
feel like one of the younger members, even
though she was well acclimated to all other
aspects of college. However, this has not
stopped her from giving her best effort and
enjoying the time she has had.
“Kizzie has been so fun to have on the
team,” junior Carson Arnett said. “She is so
quick to learn and pick up new skills, and
she keeps a good attitude while doing it.”
Citty was pleased with her decision to
join the team and felt it added to her college
experience. She said she was thankful for the
opportunity to participate in her final year.
“I have loved to cheer since I was
little, so getting to do it one last time
in college has been something I’ve really
cherished,” Citty said.

“Players Only” is a special column written
by Harding athletes. In this week’s issue: Lady
Bisons freshman guard Samantha Tatum
discusses her expectations for the women’s
basketball season.
So far this season, we have experienced
a lot of highs but also some lows. Being
picked to win the conference and getting
ranked early on as #18 in the Women’s
Basketball Coaches Association Division
II poll put a target on our back and brings
high expectations, so we know our opponents
will come to play and give us 100%.
We just need to work our hardest and
prepare for every team the best we can. We
also need to lean on each other when it gets
tough and trust that our preparation and
hard work will show through.
As of right now we are 3-3, and the
past three games have not had the results
we hoped for, which has been a growing
and learning experience for our team. But
the one thing that will never change no
matter what, is the love overflowing from
each woman on this team. What makes us
special is that everyone on this team has a
purpose and gives it their all.
We push each other to make each other
better, not only on the court but in life.
We want to see every woman achieve her
goals, and we strive to uplift and encourage
one another.
In times like these when we’re not doing
as well as we would like, we have to come
closer together and make a stronger effort to
encourage one another when we’re feeling
down or frustrated. We continue to learn
about ourselves and our team as we keep
working hard, and during times of hardships,
our preparation, work ethic, character and
love for one another will shine through.
This season, we will continue to work to
the best of our abilities and improve every
day, and prepare for every opponent and
play with everything we have. Our goal this
season is a Great American Conference
championship, and also getting to the
NCAA tournament.
Throughout the season, we will always
keep in mind who we are playing for. When
we are at our absolute best or when things
seem to not be going right, we continue to
trust God and play for his glory, and also
play for one another.

Harding’s junior fullback Cole
Chancey was selected as a Harlon
Hill Award finalist. Chancey is
the second Harlon Hill national
finalist from Harding, the first being
quarterback David Knighton, who
was selected in 2007. The winner of
the 2019 award will be announced
Dec. 20.
(Left): Chancey runs the ball against
Oklahoma Baptist University.
(Right): Chancey advances down
the field against Henderson State.

Christmas

Edition
Hot chocolate or egg nog?

Andrew Ashmore

Rachel Frost

Carter McCall

Emma Dwyer

Ryan Robertson

track and field

cheerleading

baseball

softball

football

Hot chocolate

Hot chocolate

Hot chocolate

Hot chocolate

Hot chocolate

“Baby It’s Cold
Outside”

“Jingle Bells”

What is your favorite
Christmas song?

I don’t have one

“Mistletoe”

“I Heard
the Bells on
Christmas Day”

Real or fake Christmas
trees?

Fake

Fake

Fake

Real

Real

What is your favorite
Christmas movie?

“A Christmas
Story”

“National
Lampoon’s
Christmas
Vacation”

“Elf”

“How the Grinch
Stole Christmas”
with Jim Carrey

“National
Lampoon’s
Christmas
Vacation”
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Frazier family
graduates

TOGETHER
EMILY SUNDERMEIER
student writer
Three members of the Frazier family will walk across the stage
at Harding’s December commencement ceremony.
Bryan and April Frazier are the parents of Lydia Frazier, and
all three will receive master’s degrees. Bryan and April will receive
education specialist degrees in clinical mental health, and Lydia will
receive a master of arts in teaching.
The Fraziers did not necessarily plan to graduate together, but
Bryan and April decided to begin the same master’s program at the
same time.
“My wife and I decided to do the counseling program together,
so the two of us have been taking most of our classes together,”
Bryan said. “We didn’t know that our daughter would be doing the
master’s program in education at the same time, and it’s just so cool.”
Bryan predicted they will all be emotional and share a one of a kind
experience as a family when they cross Harding’s stage next Saturday.
Lydia received a bachelor of science degree in psychology and a
minor in English from Harding in 2017, and is even more thrilled
for this graduation because her family will be right by her side.
“I am really excited that we will all get to walk together,” Lydia
said. “Graduation is an incredibly special event, and I think that
it will be made even more special because we all get to experience
it together.”
Lydia experienced college with her parents, and she said she is
thankful for this time.
April had mixed feelings about going back to college, but she
said having Bryan beside her in the classroom and at home, in
addition to the rest of her family cheering her on, made the whole
experience worth it.
“It was scary for me to go back to college as an adult, and it was
difficult at times to balance all my responsibilities, but I have an
awesome support system at home, and that helped me through the
tough times,” April said.
Close family friend Melani Blansett said the Fraziers are a tightly
knit family, and them graduating together makes all the sense in the
world to her.
“Graduating together perfectly reflects the Frazier family dynamic,”
Blansett said. “They are a family who cares intensely about each other,
encourages and supports each other.”
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April, Bryan and Lydia Frazier sit together just weeks before walking across the Benson
stage at graduation. They began their college careers at different times, but ended together.

Student solo commentates sports for first time in 10 years

Photo by ELENA FENNER

Junior Jackson Duncan reports from the sports desk in the HU16 TV studio on campus. Duncan began commentating live sports in high school and
continued into college.
“Even before high school, I loved having players and coaches for our productions,” had some previous play-by-play experience
WILL ALLEN
conversations
about sports with my family and Hamilton said. “Even though play-by-play in high school. Jackson was well prepared
student writer
friends,” Duncan said. “After commentating and color commentary opportunities are and filled in.”
Looking ahead to the fututre, Duncan
Harding broadcast journalism major junior those games in high school, I knew I wanted not available for the official broadcast, we
to
pursue
that
in
college.
Harding
had
topdo
make
those
available
for
students
during
described
his dream job as something along
Jackson Duncan became the first student to
notch
facilities
and
hands-on
experience
on
our
sports
broadcasting
class.
We
do
want
the
lines
of
what Al Michaels, Mike Tirico
solo commentate a sporting event in the past
campus,
and
it
also
had
a
great
community,
them
to
have
that
experience
by
providing
or
Bob
Costas
do.
10 years that’s aired on HU16’s streaming
which
drew
me
here.”
practice
opportunities.”
“I
want
to
commentate
the biggest games
service. Duncan commentated a round-robin
The
games
that
Duncan
commentated
Assistant
athletic
director
for
sports,
on
the
biggest
stages,”
Duncan
said. “There
women’s volleyball tournament Sept. 21, a
allowed
him
to
become
the
first
to
do
so
Scott
Goode,
said
Duncan
was
very
willing
is
something
about
live
sports
that
is hard
rare honor for Harding students.
since
assistant
professor
in
communication
to
start
commentating
sporting
events
and
to
top.
You
just
never
know
what’s
going
to
Jackson began his passion for commentating
Tim
Hamilton
came
to
Harding
in
2012.
fill
up
any
available
spots.
happen.
As
a
sport
broadcaster,
every
day
of
sporting events when he was in high school
Hamilton
said
Harding
provides
many
“Due
to
a
very
full
schedule
of
fall
sports
work
and
every
game
could
throw
something
with the Lipscomb Academy girls and boys
events, there have been a couple of times that new at you, and you’re the one that gets to
varsity basketball home games. Duncan said broadcast opportunities for its students.
“Students
do
handle
pregame
and
postgame
we needed someone to fill in on play-by- dictate how that story is specifically told.”
Harding has helped him gain hands-on
shows
where
they
are
allowed
to
interview
play,” Goode said. “Jackson was willing and
experience in his field of study.
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Jackson Duncan commentates the Harding vs. Arkansas Tech football game live. Duncan reported from the HU16 TV studio on campus.
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Tech in the

2010s
JESSICA SIMMONS
student writer

Little to no Wi-Fi in the dorms. 3G
connection at best. And streaming? Out of
the question. The technology available for
a Harding student in 2010 likely sounds
excruciatingly inconvenient to current students.
According to Keith Cronk, vice president
of information systems and technology (IT)
and chief information officer, the extensive
technology changes at Harding over the past
decade are just a sample of the industry’s
innovations.
In 2010, Harding had 150 megabits of
bandwidth provided by AT&T, compared
to the current five gigabit connection from
Ritter and one gigabit connection from
Windstream.
Noah Darnell, instructor of communication
and 2009 Harding alumnus, recalls connecting
laptops to wired network jacks before Wi-Fi
was installed in the dorms in summer 2014.

Except in common areas like the student
center, Wi-Fi was rare on campus, and 3G
had only recently hit the Searcy scene.
“When we got 3G here, it was revolutionary,
but obviously we’ve moved well past that in
speed and power and processing,” Darnell said.
Current students like freshman Kaylee
Silva now occasionally use 4G LTE to
supplement sluggish Wi-Fi when streaming
services like Netflix.
“Streaming was not a thing,” Darnell
said. “YouTube existed, but you … had to
wait for it to buffer for a certain amount
and then play it.”
Current students also enjoy another of
the decade’s achievements: smart home
technology. According to Cronk, as wireless
capabilities have advanced since 2010, an
increasing amount of daily users are sharing
data via the internet.
“My Google Home connects to a lightbulb,
[and I can] ask about the weather as I’m getting
ready, or she can read me the news,” Silva said.
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From the University side, several shifts
dramatically impacted daily IT functions
across campus.
As of 2010, Harding had 30 physical
servers in its data center and about 30
virtual servers. Now, the server count is
four physical and 130 virtual. Also, while
most software was previously hosted
locally, the majority of current software
is housed in cloud-based systems that
were just rolling out in 2010, and campus
storage has grown from 40 terabytes to
90 terabytes.
In the past 10 years, another University-wide
evolution has been through communication
technology.
Today’s students — and the world — can
know what is on President Bruce McLarty’s
mind seconds after he tweets.
According to Darnell, Twitter was
allowed through the Harding firewall just
over a decade ago on former President
Barack Obama’s inauguration day, Jan.

20, 2009. However, the mobile apps of
Twitter and other social media platforms
have since become more effective as the
internet catches up with the speeds those
communications initially required.

I would say that in 10
more years, it’ll look more
different than 10 years
back.
– Noah Darnell
instructor of communication

“In the next year or two, there’s probably
going to be a [widespread] 5G rollout,
which is going to be a totally different
thing,” Darnell said. “I would say that in
10 more years, it’ll look more different
than 10 years back. As soon as you have
all these inventions and breakthroughs
… rather than a linear thing, it ’ ll be
exponential.”

Searcy Christmas activities
Women for Harding Holiday Pop-Up Shop
Dec. 6 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. in the student center
10% of all sales go to need-based scholarships

The Living Nativity
Dec. 6-8, 13-15 at First Assembly of God Church
Check the Living Nativity Facebook event page for
specific times

Searcy Santa on the Square
Now - Dec. 24, check the Searcy Santa on the
Square Facebook event page for specific times.
Bring your own camera to take photos for free.

Holiday of Lights Christmas Parade
Dec. 16 beginning at 4 p.m. on the corner of Spring
Photo by ELENA FENNER

Presents sit underneath a Christmas tree. Students have realized that growing
up has drastically changed their Christmas wish-lists.

Gifts grow up, too

KASSIDY BARDEN
student writer
As students mo ve fur ther out of
childhood and in to adulthood, it seems
that Christmas begins to lose its magic.
Not only have students changed over the
course of time, but so have their Christmas
lists. Long gone are the days of toys and
dolls; practical gifts now top most students’
wish-lists.
Toys that students may have been so
excited for Santa Claus to bring them
no longer lead the market as top-selling
merchandise. These toys may be sitting in
the back of a childhood closet, collecting
dust, and although such joy and anticipation
surrounded them 10 years ago, they are
now long forgotten.
So where are these toys today? Students
might be surprised to know that some of
the toys we asked for as children are still
top-grossing toys.
Junior Jessica James remembers her
favorite gift as a child being the American
Girl Doll Molly. The American Girl Dolls
are still being sold worldwide, and their
giant stores are still doing well despite
a significant drop in sales since 2018,
according to APNews.com. In spite of
this drop, the company is still grossing
$343.2 million in sales annually.

Instead of dolls and toys, many students
now get excited to receive more useful
gifts. Harding graduate student Jenna
Porter said her favorite gift to get now
for Christmas is a gift card to fuel her
coffee habit.
S t u d e n t s a ro u n d c a m p u s f e e l a s
though the best gifts they could get now
are practical gifts, such as money for a
grocery run, money for utilities or just
simply money to put toward tuition. Long
gone are the days of asking for the newest
dolls, skateboards or game consoles. What
students want now is a month without
having to worry about finances.
“What I want for Christmas is anything
that makes my life easier or less stressful,
because college can be incredibly stressful,”
said senior Alyson White.
Although the joy of waking up to find
the very toy you’ve been asking for all
year sitting under the tree may have lost
its novelty, sophomore Grace Tandy said
that joy has been replaced by the peace
of being surrounded by your family, who
you may not have seen all semester.
It is obvious that a lot has changed
in the last 10 years when it comes to
what students might be asking for this
Christmas, but the joy of getting to be
with loved ones celebrating a time of rest
together is just as wonderful.

Street and West Pleasure Avenue.

Santa to a senior citizen
Now - Dec. 16 at Searcy Public Library
Pick up a wish-list to provide gifts to a senior citizen
a gift this Christmas

Skating at Spring Park

Now - Jan. 4

$5 per 45 minutes, skates provided

Photo by RYANN HEIM

People take advantage of the open
skating time at Spring Park. Spring
Park has offered holiday skating for
three consecutive years.

Photo by SADIE THORNTON

Light displays stand tall in Berryhill
Park. Searcy offered many different
options for holiday fun this year.
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Staff Note: Throughout the last decade, the University has gone through countless changes
and notable events. There is no way to totally encompass all of Harding's recent history. These are
just a few highlight at Harding during the '10s.

Reflecting on 10 years of Harding
DANIELA CUELLAR
student writer
With the end of the year coming to a close, the
start of a new decade falls close behind. As with any
ending, the past serves as a way to remember and
reflect. Harding is no exception.
In fall 2010, Harding welcomed its new mascot –
Buff the Bison, also known as senior Austin Dunning.
Dunning has been the University’s official mascot
since then and has attended over 500 sporting events,
including football, basketball and volleyball.
While all of these sports are well known now,
some students might not know that a decade ago, a
women’s rugby team was formed. Many students at
Harding became part of the team and competed in
several games and tournaments. In 2011, however, the
team found itself without enough players to continue.
With sports — specifically football — comes the
well-known tradition of tailgating, which has been a

part of Harding since 1988. Nine years ago, however,
Harding officials only dreamed that tailgating would
become as popular as it is now. In fall 2011, then
Campus Activities Board director senior Amanda
Herren said she hoped social clubs would get involved
in making Harding tailgating successful. Little did
she know, almost a decade later, Harding tailgates
would be mostly comprised of social clubs and other
student organizations coming together before every
home game.
Another notable event in the last 10 years has only
happened five times in Harding’s history. In fall 2013,
President Bruce McClarty was officially inaugurated
as the University’s fifth president, replacing former
president David Burks. This event brought much
media attention, as then-Arkansas Gov. Mike Beebe
was in attendance, as well as other notable guests. In
2013, Deborah Duke, a member of the inauguration
committee said this was a historic event for Harding
and should be recognized as such.

“It’s a new era for our
school, and of course, there
is a great emphasis on the man, the
beginnings for Bruce McLarty,” said Duke to The
Bison in 2013. “But, it’s bigger than just Bruce
McLarty. It’s about Harding and what Harding is
and what Harding stands for. And of course that’s
what Bruce McLarty says too.”
The past 10 years have seen numerous changes,
but students hope the new decade will be filled with
even greater things to come. Junior Jordan Ramsey
said she loves Harding’s environment and hopes it
remains as welcoming as it has been.
“I love Harding because of the amazing friendships
I have made that will last forever,” Ramsey said.
“I love how I can be myself here and express my
beliefs in a wonderful supportive environment. I
hope Harding just continues to grow in this aspect
in the years to come.”

A Timeline of 2010s

Harding Highlights
2010

Buff the Bison mascot
makes first appearance
Current senior Austin Dunning began the
decade as Buff and is ending the decade as Buff.
Photo by EMILY GRIFFIN

2011
CAB emphasizes
tailgating, making it more
common at Harding
The first tailgate occurred in 1988, but Campus
Activities Board made it more common for
social clubs to participate in 2011.

2012
Legacy Park
construction begins
Photo courtesy of Harding University

Iota Chi Pledge Class of 2012
Facebook group explodes
After a use error left the Facebook group on
public settings, the still active page grew to
over 13,000 random members.

2013
Dr. David Burks passes the
baton, and Dr. Bruce McLarty
begins presidential term
Photo courtesy of Harding University

Swaid and Christy
Swaid Center for Health
Sciences opens doors
The 44,000-square-foot building was dedicated
to alumnus and neurosurgeon Dr. Swaid Swaid
and his wife, Christy.

2014
Knights sweep Spring Sing
with revolutionary show
Men's social club Knights finished first in
all categories after taking a 14-year hiatus.
Photo by VIRGINIA VITALONE

2015
Liz Howell becomes
first woman with
Harding VP position
Jana Rucker became the second as VP of
University Communications and Marketing
in 2016.

2016
First Ladies Garden
construction concludes
Photos courtesy of Harding University

The first Harding Read begins
and Wilberforce mania ensues
Photo courtesy of Harding University

Immunity clause added for
victims of sexual assault
Students sexually assaulted or abused were
no longer under fear of being punished by
the University.

2017
SA holds first Day in the Word
The day-long Bible reading event sparked campus
discussion when women were not allowed to
read aloud. This changed the next year.

2018
Wanru (Cloris) Huang
becomes first international
Homecoming queen
Photo by RYANN HEIM

2019
Dress code change allows
shorts and caps in classes
Chancellor Ganus passes
Harding's third president and first chancellor
died on Sept. 9 at age 97.
Photo courtesy of Harding University
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Pop Culture in the

2010s
Staff
Note:

1

As we researched and reflected for this tribute, we recognized that it would be impossible to include every popular event, media release,
and trend that's taken place this decade. In our coverage and timeline, we strived to include both memorable occassions and historically
significant events that represent some of the many ways our world has changed this decade.

Throwback Timeline

Tallying
top trends
of the '10s

Celebrities | Viral | Music | TV & Movies | Tech

'10

2 Social Media Boom Begins: Instagram & Pinterest launch.
Google+ and Twitch launch (2011). Snapchat launches (2012).

Emojis are added to the Unicode Standard.

KASSIDY BARDEN
student writer
Over the last decade, pop culture trends have shifted
and morphed into the norms that society sees today.
With the integration of social media, traditional TV
saw a major drop in users.
According to the Federal Communications
Commission, cable television subscribers peaked in
2009 and have been quickly declining in number
since then.
The general consensus is that it is cheaper to pay
for online streaming services, such as Netflix, Hulu
or Amazon Prime, than to pay for cable or satellite
television.
Along with the steady drop of traditional television,
the last decade saw a major push in social media
platforms and users. Although Facebook was created in
2004 and Twitter in 2006, Instagram made its debut
in October 2010. With the introduction of Instagram,
the term “micro blogger” was coined, which is more
commonly known now as “social media influencers,”
according to SocialMediaToday.
“[Soc ia l med ia] has become more t ha n a
communication platform,” said 2013 Harding alumnus
Carson McGill. “It’s now a place where people can
become discovered and reach an audience of people
like no other time in history. The ability to connect
with the world with one click is huge.”
With the rise of social media, the royal wedding
of Kate Middleton and Prince William is listed in
the Guinness Book of World Records as holding the
record for “Most Live Streams for a Single Event.”
The event itself had over 2 billion viewers, in over
180 countries.
“Royal weddings are the only thing we have in
America that is like a real life Hallmark movie,”
sophomore Cadyn Cook said. Cook stayed up all night
in 2011 to watch the live stream of the wedding, and
said it was like watching a real life fairytale.
The name of the game in pop culture this decade
was reboots. The Star Wars fandom was split in half
by Disney’s decision to reboot the story line with a
new trilogy of movies, including spinoff movies about
original characters. One side was happy to have more
movies to love, while the other was unhappy with the
quality of content put out by the creators.
“My dad was one of the people who saw Star
Wars back when that was the whole name,” junior
Aric Anderson said. “I think he enjoys the nostalgia
of the movies more than he actually critiqued them.
Many of the original [fans] were more happy just to
have Star Wars again than to weigh in on how good
the movies are cinematically.”
Star Wars wasn’t the only fandom shaken by
a Disney reboot. Disney has remade nine of their
classic films like “The Jungle Book” and “Aladdin”
with another one, “Mulan,” scheduled to be released
in March 2020.
From movie remakes to style trends, the 2010s
had it all. Silly Bandz were originally introduced in
2002 but were the top selling toy on Amazon in April
2010. By late 2011, the brand was collaborating with
celebrities such as Justin Bieber and Kim Kardashian,
according to a 2010 article by InStyle.
Fashion of the 2010s was defined by Vogue as a
homage to the grunge of the ‘80s and ‘90s. Junior
Catie Stacy said specific fashion trends of the decade
include skinny jeans, statement necklaces and hair
feathers. An article from Elle stated that the late
2010s saw a heavy influence from the ‘60s and ‘70s
style, including a revamp of bell-bottom style jeans
along with lace and crocheted tops.
From fashion to fairytales the 2010s remain nostalgic
for most Harding students who experienced the last
years of their childhood over the past decade.

1 One Direction forms.

Siri is released as an app for iOS and acquired by Apple.

'11

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2 premieres.
3 Kate Middleton and Prince William's wedding streams
on Youtube.

The Oprah Winfrey Show's final episode airs.

'12

4 Gangnam Style Releases, becomes most viewed video on
Youtube.

"Ain't Nobody Got Time for That"
Autotune music video goes viral

'13

5 Harlem Shake video trend begins

'14

Jimmy Fallon replaces Jay Leno as host
of The Tonight Show.
6 ALS Ice Bucket Challenge goes viral.

'15

Star Wars: The Force Awakens premieres,
continuing the franchise after 10 years.
7 Hamilton debuts on Broadway.
8 Digital music revenue exceeded CD sales
revenue for the first time.

9 The blue, black, white, and gold colorchanging dress goes viral.

'16

Leonardo DiCaprio wins his first Oscar.
10 Pokemon GO is released, becoming a global phenomenon
with 28.5 million daily users at its peak.

'17

Taylor Swift releases Reputation album.

'18

Beyonce becomes first African American woman to
headline Coachella.

'19

11 Avengers: Endgame becomes highest grossing movie of

La La Land incorrectly annouced as Best Picture at
the Oscars.

all time.

12 Old Town Road breaks the record for longest time as #1
on the Billboard Hot 100 list by topping the list for 17 weeks.
Photos by RYANN HEIM, ELENA FENNER, AND SADIE THORNTON
Photos courtesy of Harding University
Graphics by DARRIAN BAGLEY Illustrations by AVERY TILLETT

7
8

2
2011

THE ROYAL

WEDDING
Largest
live stream
72M viewers

3

The wedding of Prince William
and Catherine Middleton
The Royal Family - April 29

2012
GANGNAM

STYLE
Most viewed
YouTube video,
3.4 Billion views

4

6

PSY - GANGNAM STYLE
officialpsy - 3.4B - July 15

Memorable music
and movies
EMILY SUNDERMEIER
student writer

5

9

10

2019

11

AVENGERS:

ENDGAME
Highest-grossing
film of all time
Marvel Studios' Avengers:
Endgame - Official Trailer
Marvel - 130M - March 14

2019
OLD TOWN

ROAD
Longest Billboard
Hot 100 #1 Streak
Lil Nas X - Old Town Road (feat.
Billy Ray Cyrus) [Remix]
Lil Nas X - 469M - April 4

12

The 2010s was the first decade in which social
media and entertainment came together. YouTube
birthed some of the decade’s biggest artists, such as
Justin Bieber, Carly Rae Jepsen and Alessia Cara.
Movie trailers could be shared on various social
media platforms. The 2010s had a large influence
on music and movies, with this decade changing the
music and movie entertainment industry in big ways.
Some of f ilm’s most well-known franchises
began, and ended, in the 2010s. “Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows: Part 2,” the eighth and final
film in the Harry Potter movie series, premiered
July 15, 2011. The Hunger Games film adaptations
began when the first movie came out on March
23, 2012. This year, “Avengers: Endgame” marked
the end of the first phase of the Marvel Cinematic
Universe and became the highest-grossing film of
all time, drawing in $2.79 billion at the box office,
dethroning 2009’s “Avatar.”
The first Avengers movie, “The Avengers” was
released in 2012, with other installments such as
“Avengers: Age of Ultron” released in 2015, “Avengers:
Infinity War” in 2018.
Sophomore Samuel Guajardo is a self-proclaimed
Marvel enthusiast. He said he remembers watching
each Avengers film in theaters and is thankful for
the impact the films had on him.
“I feel like the Avengers movies provided a reality
in which we could use our imagination,” Guajardo
said. “As a kid, I know I wouldn’t think of myself
as a superhero … when those movies came out, it
was a sudden shift, and I felt like I wanted to be a
superhero, and that I could be something else.”
The 2010s also heralded a return of boy bands to
the limelight. 5 Seconds of Summer and Big Time
Rush were just some of many boy groups that were
popular in the decade. Most notably, One Direction
formed and went on hiatus during this time period.
Millions of fans across the world claimed themselves
to be “Directioners,” avid fans of the group.
Sophomore Sierra Endsley was, and is, a big fan
of One Direction. She said the era of boy bands
accurately reflected the music style of the 2010s.
“That’s what we listened to in high school, just like
other generations had their own music they listened
to growing up that defined their era,” Endsley said.
K-pop, Korean pop music, broke into the American
music scene in 2012 with Psy’s “Gangnam Style.”
The video has garnered close to 3.5 billion views
on YouTube. Psy essentially introduced K-pop to
America, with names such as BTS, Blackpink and
NCT 127 later becoming household names in this
country.
As a K-pop fan, junior Ocean Reckell drove
18 hours last summer to see BTS in concert. She
believes the 2010s were a large decade in the growth
of K-pop in America.
“I hope to see the American culture respect theirs,
and not try to mold it to our [culture] and respect
the differences because that’s what makes it what
it is,” Reckell said. “Music is universal, and we all
understand and feel the same emotions.”
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U.S. History in the

2010s
Staff Note:

The Bison staff recognizes there is no way to encompass every newsworthy
event in the U.S. that occurred the last decade. This is not a comprehensive look. These are just
a few of the countless newsworthy events effecting the U.S. in the 2010s.

EMILY NICKS
editor-in-chief
As with any decade, the 2010s brought countless
notable events to U.S. news. From ecological
disasters to social movements to astronomical
phenomena, there were many news events that
made headlines in the U.S. over the last 10 years.
BP’s devastating oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico
on April 20, 2010, leaked 3.19 million barrels
of oil into the water, according to Smithsonian
Ocean. The tragedy was classified as the worst
oil spill in American history, and USA Today
reported that BP ended up paying an estimated
$62 billion in damages.
That payment was made possible, in part,
by Dr. Joe Goy, former professor of biology at
Harding. Just one year before the oil spill, Goy
helped write a book with 139 experts about
the ecosystems in the Gulf of Mexico. “Gulf of
Mexico - Origin, Waters, and Biota (Volume 1:
Biodiversity)” helped hold BP accountable for
their damages, since it was so extensive in its
coverage of the Gulf ’s biology.
“The book covers everything from bacteria
to whales,” Goy said in the 2011 Petit Jean
Yearbook. “I was privileged to be one of the
[individuals] chosen to work on it.”
W hen former police officer George
Zimmerman was acquitted in 2013 for the
2012 killing of Trayvon Martin, the Black Lives
Matter movement sparked one of the biggest
social movements of the decade.
Conversations and controversy surrounding
the Black Lives Matter movement abounded
throughout the U.S. then and now, even on
Harding’s campus. In 2015, alumnus Zach Dailey
contributed a guest opinion article for The Bison.

2012

“Black Lives Matter,” Dailey wrote
in his opening lines. “Go ahead, read
it again. Black lives matter. There’s
no need to add any qualifiers. No ‘all
lives matter’ or ‘police lives matter’ or
even ‘innocent lives matter.’ Are all
of these true statements? Absolutely.
If we add those qualifiers, however,
we take away from the power and
the message of the movement. This
message is not about asserting that
black lives matter more than any
others.”
On the lighter side of newsworthy
events, the U.S. experienced several
rare astronomical happenings. In
2017, the “Great American Eclipse”
had millions of Americans squinting
skyward. This total solar eclipse —
with a zone of totality marking a
path across the entire contiguous
U.S. — occurred on Aug. 21, 2017, the
first day of classes for the semester at
Harding. The University provided some
pairs of protective sunglasses to see the
partial eclipse from campus.
Professor of Mathematics Jason Holland
said he asked the dean of his college if he
could miss the first day of class to photograph
the once in a lifetime event.
“It was an experience that I will never forget,”
Holland said. "Those two minutes of a sun
vanishing and the stars and planets popping
out are burned in my memory."
There’s no way to encompass all newsworthy
events to occur in the U.S. over the past decade.
These examples are small pieces of a much larger
story that was ten years in the making.

Obama
re-elected
Photo courtesy of
U.S. Department
of State

Oil spill
in Gulf of
Mexico
Photo courtesy of
U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency

2010

Trump wins
presidency
Photo courtesy of
GPA Photo Archive

2016

Longest
Government
shut down
in history
Photo courtesy of
Library of Congress

2018

2016
Obama era ends, Trump is elected

2010

President Donald Trump won the 2016 election
against Senator Hillary Clinton.
Illustration by AVERY TILLETT

BP causes worst U.S. oil spill
3.19 million barrels of oil spilled into the Gulf
of Mexico over a course of 87 days.

Brock Turner's conviction incites
conversation about sexual assault
Former Stanford student sentenced to six
months in jail after being convicted of rape,
resulting in a nationwide conversation
about the reality of sexual assault.

2011
U.S. troops kill Osama Bin Laden

2017

The al-Qaeda leader behind the 9/11 attacks was
killed in a raid on May 2, 2011.

Solar Eclipse
On Aug. 21, 2017 a total solar eclipse was visible
across the U.S. earning the nickname the "Great
American Eclipse."

2012
Trayvon Martin's killing
sparks #BlackLivesMatter

Photo courtesy of JASON HOLLAND

Las Vegas shooting
becomes deadliest in
modern U.S. history

Harding held a race relations panel in 2016 to
discuss discrimination in its own community.
Photo by THE BISON

Supreme Court upholds
Obamacare

58 were killed and 413 wounded by
the gunman on Oct. 1, 2017, with the
total injury count reaching 869.

In a 5-4 decision, the Supreme
Court upheld the constitutionality
of the Affordable Care Act.

2018
Longest government
shutdown in history begins

2013

The shutdown began Dec. 22,
2018, and ended Jan. 25, 2019.

Boston Marathon Bombing

Photo courtesy of Library of Congress

On April 15, 2013 the annual Boston Marathon
was bombed, killing three people and injuring
hundreds of runners and attendants.

Justice Brett Kavanaugh
confirmed by Supreme Court
Justice Kavanaugh was nominated by
President Trump and was sworn in
on Oct. 6, 2018, despite controversy
over sexual assault allegations.

2015
Pope Francis visited the U.S. for
the first time
Pope Francis arrived in the United States on
Sept. 22, 2015 as the first Pope to address the
U.S. Congress.
Photo courtesy of U.S. Department of Defense

2019
Trump impeachment trial begins
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi initiated an impeachment trial Sept.
24, 2019, for President Trump after a whistleblower came forward
with information accusing the president abused his power.
Illustration by AVERY TILLETT

